


Cornus alternifolia

Pagoda Dogwood

Also called alternate-leaved dogwood.  A beautiful small
tree, with creamy late-spring flowers and blue fruit on
bright red stems in July and August. (Birds love them,
and they don't last long.) Branching structure is
gracefully horizontal, with the ends of the twigs curving
upward (like the edges of a pagoda's roof). The bark on
young branches is reddish or olive green. Fall foliage is
maroon.  To thrive, it needs partial shade and cool,
moist, acidic soil.

Suggested companions: leatherwood (Dirca palustris),
or spicebush (Lindera benzoin). Beneath it, foamflower
(Tiarella cordifolia),  and lady fern (Athyrium
filix-femina).
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